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Summary
Creator: Klee, Lawrence M
Title: Lawrence M. Klee papers
Date: 1941-1950
Size: (1 portfolio), 28 cm; (1 portfolio), 28 cm
Abstract: Lawrence M. Klee was a writer for radio and television, very active during the 1940s and
1950s, writing for several crime and adventure series in both mass media, including MAN AGAINST
CRIME, Mr. & MRS. NORTH, and Mr. KEEN, TRACER OF LOST PERSONS, as well as the daytime
drama YOUNG WIDDER BROWN. In addition to his work in radio and television, during the Second
World War Klee also wrote three skits for the American Theatre Wing dramatizing the need to buy War
Bonds, for which he received a Silver Medal Award from the U.S. Treasury Department. The Lawrence
M. Klee papers consist primarily of correspondence and other items concerning Mr. Klee's radio career.
Items related to radio include a memo concerning potential plot twists of YOUNG WIDDER BROWN,
contracts to write for MR. & MRS. NORTH and other programs, and a proposal for a show to be based
on the works of Somerset Maugham. Television is represented only by a 1950 note concerning Klee's
writing fee for MAN AGAINST CRIME, a show which ran on radio from 1947-51, and television from
1949-54. Klee's wartime service is represented by the Silver Medal awarded him by the U.S. Treasury
Department, and by several letters commending him for war work.
Access: Some collections held by the Dance, Music, Recorded Sound, and Theatre Divisions at the
New York Public Library for the Performing Arts are held off-site and must be requested in advance.
Please check the collection records in the NYPL's online catalog for detailed location information. For
general guidance about requesting offsite materials, please consult:
https://www.nypl.org/about/locations/lpa/requesting-archival-materials
Preferred citation: Lawrence M. Klee papers, Billy Rose Theatre Division, The New York Public
Library

Creator History
Lawrence M. Klee was a writer for radio and television, very active during the 1940s and 1950s, writing
for several crime and adventure series in both mass media, including MAN AGAINST CRIME, Mr. &
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MRS. NORTH, and Mr. KEEN, TRACER OF LOST PERSONS, as well as the daytime drama YOUNG
WIDDER BROWN. In addition to his work in radio and television, during the Second World War Klee
also wrote three skits for the American Theatre Wing dramatizing the need to buy War Bonds, for which
he received a Silver Medal Award from the U.S. Treasury Department.

Scope and Content Note
The Lawrence M. Klee papers consist primarily of correspondence and other items concerning Mr.
Klee's radio career. Items related to radio include a memo concerning potential plot twists of YOUNG
WIDDER BROWN, contracts to write for MR. & MRS. NORTH and other programs, and a proposal for a
show to be based on the works of Somerset Maugham. Television is represented only by a 1950 note
concerning Klee's writing fee for MAN AGAINST CRIME, a show which ran on radio from 1947-51, and
television from 1949-54. Klee's wartime service is represented by the Silver Medal awarded him by the
U.S. Treasury Department, and by several letters commending him for war work.

Key Terms
Genre/Physical Characteristic
Correspondence
Memorandums
Subjects
Radio plays -- Stories, plots, etc
Radio programs -- United States
Titles
Young Widder Brown (Radio program)
Names
Klee, Lawrence M
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