The New York Public Library
Billy Rose Theatre Division
Guide to the

Directories of movie theaters
1947-1948
*T-Mss 2001-008

Summary
Creator: Motion Picture Association of America
Title: Directories of movie theaters
Date: 1947-1948
Size: 32 vols
Source: Records: found in stacks, Unknown
Abstract: The Motion Picture Association of America was founded in 1922 and became the Motion
Picture Producers and Distributors of America in 1945. The earlier name was used on the volumes in
this collection. Collection contains 31 volumes arranged alphabetically by city listing theaters in an
exchange territory and giving statistics on population size, number of theater seats, days open and
distributor with whom a contract was signed, as well as a list of theater circuits and addresses of local
offices and personnel. One volume is a statistical summary of drive-in theaters across the United States
with information on auto capacity, number of months a year and days a week open, program policy
(single or double feature), number of program changes per week, and name of management. The
information was compiled from questionnaires completed by field representatives of 7 motion picture
distributors on the basis of personal interviews with exhibitors and general trade knowledge.
Access: Some collections held by the Dance, Music, Recorded Sound, and Theatre Divisions at the
New York Public Library for the Performing Arts are held off-site and must be requested in advance.
Please check the collection records in the NYPL's online catalog for detailed location information. For
general guidance about requesting offsite materials, please consult:
https://www.nypl.org/about/locations/lpa/requesting-archival-materials
Preferred citation: Directories of movie theaters, Billy Rose Theatre Division, The New York Public
Library

Creator History
The Motion Picture Association of America was founded in 1922 and became the Motion Picture
Producers and Distributors of America in 1945. The earlier name was used on the volumes in this
collection.
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Scope and Content Note
Collection contains 31 volumes arranged alphabetically by city listing theaters in an exchange territory
and giving statistics on population size, number of theater seats, days open and distributor with whom a
contract was signed, as well as a list of theater circuits and addresses of local offices and personnel.
One volume is a statistical summary of drive-in theaters across the United States with information on
auto capacity, number of months a year and days a week open, program policy (single or double
feature), number of program changes per week, and name of management. The information was
compiled from questionnaires completed by field representatives of 7 motion picture distributors on the
basis of personal interviews with exhibitors and general trade knowledge.
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